[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Having convinced the King and Queen of Spain to finance his voyage, Christopher Columbus departed mainland Spain on August 3, 1492 in command of three ships: the Pinta, the Niña, and the Santa María. After a final restocking in the Canary Islands he left there on September 6 for what turned out to be a five-week voyage across the ocean.  On October 12, Rodrigo de Triana, a sailor aboard the Pinta, first sighted land. Columbus himself later claimed that he had seen a sort of light or aura before Triana did, allowing him to keep the reward he had promised to give whomever spotted land first. The land turned out to be a small island in the present-day Bahamas, which Columbus named San Salvador. On October 28 he reached Cuba. Thinking he had found China, he sent two men to investigate. Not surprisingly, they failed in their mission to find the Emperor of China, but did visit a native Taíno village.   Original map of the First Voyage of Christopher Columbus, created by Nij Tontisirin and Boris Michev, Map Collection, Olin & Uris Libraries.]
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